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LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Each the year, the weeks toward 

end of August and the beginning of 

September bring with them the 

challenge of transition. We bid good-

bye to the rhythm and pace of 

summer, even as we welcome a school 

year newly begun. Parish communities 

gear up to resume faith formation 

programs and other activities that have 

lain fallow, since the end of Spring, 

and they welcome new families that 

have come to them throughout the 

summer. Some things are ending, and 

others are beginning anew. 

The coming year at Mary, Queen 

of Peace (MQP) will be marked by an 

especially pronounced sense of 

endings and beginnings in a number of 

respects, and transition will be much 

on our minds in the coming months. 

Facing us most immediately is the task 

of bidding farewell and Godspeed to 

Brenda Nulliner, our Pastoral Assistant 

for Administration (PAA) these past 

thirteen years, and of finding a capable 

administrator to take on the role that 

Brenda has done such an exceptional 

job of filling during her time at MQP. 

Brendaõs dedication to the parish and 

her work product in its service, have 

both been outstanding. A gifted 

administrator is indeed 

a blessing to a parish 

and to a pastor alike, 

and such has certainly 

been the case with 

Brenda. We wish 

Brenda, her husband, 

Craig, and her 

daughter, Paige, all the best as they 

make the transition from Sammamish 

to San Francisco. We thank them for 

the part of they have played in helping 

us to grow and flourish as a parish 

community, and we pray that God will 

bless them in their new life in their 

new home. We pray, too, that God will 

help us in our efforts to find a new 

PAA for MQP. May the Lord guide 

our search, direct our discernment, and 

bless us with a new pastoral 

administrator who can pick up where 

Brenda is leaving off, and do for us 

and with us, in his/her own way what 

Brenda has done in hers. 

Another transition that will be a 

big part of our focus this year will be 

the introduction and implementation 

of the new English translation of the 

Roman Missal. Beginning in mid-

October we will begin using the new 

translation for the some of the sung 

portions of the Massñe.g., the Gloria, 

the Eucharistic acclamations, and the 

Lamb of God. Then, beginning in 

Advent of 2011ñand from there 

onwardñwe will begin using, fully, the 

new translation 

throughout the whole 

of the Mass. 

Between now and the 

start of Advent, we will 

provide various means 

and opportunities to 

acquaint ourselves with 

the new translation, and to prepare for 

its use. In particular, two òpractice 

Massesó will be celebrated, one on 

Saturday morning, October 8th, at 

10:00 a.m. and a second, on Thursday 

evening, October 13th, at 7:00 p.m. All 

are invited to join us for one or both 

of these liturgies. They will give you a 

chance to begin getting a feel for the 

new translation, and to hear and sing 

the Mass of Renewal, the new Mass 

setting by composer Stephen Curtis 

that we will soon be using at MQP. 

Please remember, it is only the 

wording of the prayers, acclamations 

and responses of the Mass that is 

changing. Owing to this, the Mass will 

sound somewhat different from what 
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we have become used to. To varying 

degrees, something of a different 

rhythm and cadence to the Mass will 

be noticeable. However, the basic 

structure of the liturgy, the sequence 

and order of the ritual, and the 

fundamental meaning of the 

Eucharist, all remain unchanged. In 

addition, the new translation will 

provide us with an opportunity to 

deepen our understanding of the 

liturgy, to increase our appreciation 

of its beauty and meaning, and to 

enter more deeply and prayerfully 

into the mystery it signifies. Our goal 

is not merely to learn new words and 

new versions of certain prayers, but 

to be ourselves renewed by the 

beauty and power of the Mass. 

The coming year will also find us 

continuing in our efforts to ògrow an 

engaged churchó at MQP. This 

effort began this past March when 

we took the Gallup ME-25 survey to 

measure the depth and quality of 

engagement and spiritual 

commitment at MQP. The basic 

results of the ME-25 were presented 

to the parish in June and our 

Engaged Church Steering 

Committee has determined the two 

items that will be the initial focus of 

our efforts to grow engagement at 

MQP. 

On the one hand, we will be 

concentrating on clarifying 

expectations at MQP. First, what are 

the expectations that the parish 

community as a whole has of its 

individual members and households? 

Second, what are the expectations 

that our individual members and 

households have of their parish as a 

whole? Through a variety of focus 

group meetings within the parish, 

and through various other methods 

of gleaning feedback from our 

parishioners, we will be making a 

concerted effort to identify and 

clarify what is at the heart of being a 

member of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Catholic Church, and what MQP 

expects of its members, and vice 

versa. 

The other focus of our 

engagement-growing effort will be to 

continue to help our parishioners to 

discover what they do best, and to 

provide them with opportunities at 

MQP to utilize their talents and 

strengths to do what they do best. 

This effort will be multi-faceted, but 

will be especially focused on offering 

opportunities for our parishõs youth 

and adults to participate in Living 

Your Strengths groups and activities, 

and on providing coaching for those 

who are seeking to understand and 

utilize their strengths more fully. 

As a person, as a priest and as a 

pastor, I have found the discovery of 

my own signature themesñContext, 

Intellection, Adaptability, Relator, 

and Connectednessñto be an 

extremely valuable and affirming 

experience. It has helped me to have 

a deeper understanding of myself 

and of the person God created me to 

be. The feedback we have received 

from the youth, adults, parents, and 

parishioners who have participated 

in Living Your Strengths at MQP 

has, likewise, been extremely positive 

and enthusiastic. People have found 

Living Your Strengths to be 

beneficial not only in understanding 

and appreciating themselves more 

deeply, but also in understanding and 

appreciating others with whom they 

have important relationshipsñ

spouses, children, friends and co-

workers, for example. As your 

pastor, I urge and encourage you to 

participate in one of our Living Your 

Strengths groups at MQP I know 

you will be glad you did. 

As we begin a new school year 

and look ahead to a new liturgical 

year at MQP, I ask you to pray for 

our parish and all its households and 

members. May our search for a new 

pastoral administrator be fruitful; 

may our reception of the new 

English translation of the Roman 

Missal be open and enriching; may 

our efforts to grow an engaged 

church be to the glory of God and 

the greater depth of our spiritual 

commitment; and may our endeavor 

to help our parishioners discover and 

utilize their God-given strengths 

yield a rich harvest of life and joy for 

all. 

Peace,  

Fr. Kevin 

(Continued from page 1) 
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THANK YOU AND FAREWELL TO EVERYONE AT MQP!! 

Thank you and Farewell to 

Everyone at Mary, Queen of Peace, 

When I applied for the Parish 

Administratorõs position at Mary, 

Queen of Peace (MQP), it was 

because I wanted to have a 

challenging position that would best 

utilize my skills, have a shorter 

commute, and a little more flexibility 

for family, as our daughter Paige had 

just started kindergarten. It seems 

impossible that 13 years have passed 

since I submitted that application. 

Once again, I will be changing my 

life to be closer to my family, as 

Paige has recentlystarted college in 

San Diego and Craig accepted a 

transfer to his regional office in San 

Francisco. 

A lot has happened during my 

tenure at MQP. When I arrived, the 

òTo Build on a Solid Foundationó 

the third building campaign was in 

full swing,the building committee 

was meeting to design the additions 

to the building, and there was no 

internet or computer network. 

Thanks to the generosity of so many 

in the sharing of their time, talent, 

and treasure the parish was able to 

expand its building, which permitted 

the expansion of its faith formation 

programs; reduce its debt with two 

more capital campaigns, which 

allowed the addition of staff; and 

expand its community outreach. I 

am also happy to report we are not 

only on the web, but are fully 

networked.  

I will never be able to fully 

express my gratitude to everyone 

who has provided me assistance 

along the way, whether it was a 

prayer, a kind word, a strong back to 

move something, or just a friendly 

hello, I appreciate everything 

everyone has done for me. 

Although it is with sadness in 

my heart that I leave MQP, I cannot 

help but be proud of what we have 

accomplished together. I tried to 

give my best every day at MQP, 

andI am so thankful for all the 

members of staff, both past and 

present, for their help. I would like 

to give special recognition to all the 

volunteers that I have had the good 

fortune to work with, but they are 

too numerous to name. Instead, I 

thank and recognize all the past and 

present members of the parish 

Pastoral Council, Finance Council, 

Capital Campaign Committees, 

Facilities Commission, Church 

Gardens, Building Committee, 

Technology Committee, Website 

Committee, Communications 

Committee, Partners in Ministry, 

Stewardship Commission, 

Cornerstone Editors, Audio Visual 

Ministers, Human Concerns 

Outreach, Helping Hands Meals, 

Funeral Ministry, Social Life 

Committee, St. Vincent de Paul, 

KoC, Welcome Committee, Ushers, 

Boy Scouts, Office Volunteers 

including Bulletin Collators, 

Collection Counters, Parish Mailings, 

and Community Service Volunteers 

who made my job so much easier 

and of course fun! Please forgive me 

if I missed naming a ministry. I had 

the opportunity to assist many 

members, who came to me with an 

idea and was able to help guide them 

to bring either their fundraising idea 

or a new ministry to life. 

I was so blessed to be a part of 

this community and to have served 

for so many years. MQP will always 

be in my prayers and in my heart! 

God Bless, 

Brenda Nulliner 

Parish Administrator 
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One night at the dinner table my 

family and I read an article about the 

droughts in East Africa and the 

extensive threat this is for the 

people, their livestock and crops. We 

learned that more than 11 million 

people are walking miles and miles 

under the sun in search  food and 

water and that thousands have 

already died especially the children. 

This has been one of the worst 

droughts in 20 years! Right at that 

moment lots of questions arose 

from my siblings and myself, things 

like why God gives so much to some 

people and barely anything to 

others, why some people enjoy life 

because they have so many 

commodities while others struggle 

just to survive one more day.. And 

right at that moment, everything 

began to make sense to us. God 

gives more to others so we learn 

how to help and share what we have 

with the ones who have none. Here 

in Washington we get so much water 

and you hear people complain 

EVERYDAY about the rain, when 

there are people on the other side of 

the earth, who arenõt getting any rain 

at all. Since we cannot bring our 

clouds to them, then we thought we 

could help from here. 

 This has motivated my family 

and me to create a set of fundraisers 

to help the people of East Africa. 

Our Fundraiser campaign is called 11 

Million Smiles for East Africa, 

because our goal is to turn 11 

million frowns upside down! As of 

right now, there are less than 4 

weeks left until the drought hits 

its peak so everyday counts! To 

make this project work we thought 

to start within our community at the 

places where we belong: Our 

Church, our schools and our town. 

On August 28th we had our first 

grand Bake Sale at Mary, Queen of 

Peace. The social hall was decorated 

with flags of the three countries 

(Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya.) We 

also made banners and signs inviting 

people to the sale. Outside in the 

plaza we had a small table with some 

goodies and a donation box too. 

Inside the social hall, we had two 

craft tables. One table had coloring 

pages of the three flags, and the 

other for the children to draw a 

picture of something that makes 

them smile. It was a great event and 

we had a lot of volunteers, mostly 

youth!!! We also got plenty of 

delicious baked good donations. It 

was a great experience and we 

successfully raised $1,403!!!! 

  

THANKS SO MUCH TO 

ALL OF THOSE WHO 

HELPED!!!!!   

Mariana Cuevas  

ELEVEN MILLION SMILES FOR EAST AFRICA 



P a g e  5  C o r n e r s t o n e  

BUCKETS OF COMPASSION ð JULY 2011  
This summer, MQP parishioners showed that they 

truly have òbuckets of compassionó for others. At our 

fundraiser the second weekend in July, MQP people 

opened their heartsñand their walletsñto help a water-

deprived village in northern Ghana have a borehole dug 

to provide life-giving water to the 300 plus residents. 

Fr. Kevinõs homily of the preceding weekend 

illustrated just how hard it is for the women and girls of 

the villages in northern Ghana to have to carry from a 

distance the water needed for daily living. The typical 

journey would be equivalent to the roundtrip between 

MQP and the QFC at Pine Lake Shopping Centerñfor as 

much water as can be carried in a bucket on their heads or 

carried in their hands. 

Parishioners were touched by the vivid descriptions 

and wholeheartedly showed their òlove of neighboró for 

our brothers and sisters in Africa. Our goal was money 

sufficient for one well --$12,500. We received that and 

more. The outpouring of hearts led to just over $19,000 

being donated. 

Given the drought and famine in East Africa and the 

imminent starvation facing millions of people there, a 

decision was made to direct part of the donations to 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) to work with Church 

partners in that region. Though the region is plagued by 

violence, which limits humanitarian assistance, CRS is 

working through the regionõs bishop and is using our 

offering of almost $4,700 to provide humanitarian 

assistance in some areas of Somalia. 

The remaining money donated (just over $2,000), will 

be used to help with the water/sanitation system at our 

sister parish, Our Lady of the Annunciation (OLA) in 

Tamale, Ghana. OLA is a parish of about 600 families, 

and they have only a one-hole latrine for the whole 

congregation! 

The youngest of our parishioners were as moved by 

the needs in Africa as the adults were. Two inspiring 

groups of young people decided to participate in Buckets 

of Compassion in their own way. 

Members of a òGreen Clubó of elementary-school 

girls have been raising money for boreholes, in Ghana, 

with lemonade stands and other sales (including learning 

origami to make items for sale for the cause). 

Representing the other girls in the club, Jillian and Bizzy 

Evans emptied the proceeds from the clubõs efforts into 

the red bucket at the fundraiser. It was a very special 

momentñseen by very few people but producing teary 

eyes in those who were present. 

Another group of older youth were moved by Fr. 

Kevinõs homily and decided to do something to raise 

funds for water in Africa. Usually, these girls run a for-

profit lemonade stand on the Fourth of July. This year, 

lead by Mariana Cuevas, Guiomar Basualdo, Carla 

Carvallo, Natalia Villamil, and Dani Garduño, the girls 

dedicated their sales of lemonade, cookies, and face 

painting to Buckets of Compassion. To make sure their 

sales were successful they made posters, played music and 

performed dances on the driveway. At the end of the day 

they raised more than $300! 

So a great big thank you to all MQP parishioners and 

friends of all ages for caring and sharingñòwelló done. 

 

The Sister Parish Committee 

The Green Club representatives represented 

by Bizzy, Jillian, and Kennedy;   
The Cuevas family and friends fundrais-

er for Buckets. 
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Sunshine and warm temperatures 

went hand in hand with the smiles, 

laughter, and fellowship shared by eve-

ryone at this yearõs parish picnic, 

òSummerfest Party on the Plaza!ó The 

big event was held on Sunday after-

noon, August 21. Parishioners were 

treated to five wonderful hours filled 

with carnival games and activities, deli-

cious food, and live music entertain-

ment. The goal of the festival was to 

celebrate and strengthen our connec-

tion as a parish family. 

òThree years ago, we resurrected 

the parish picnic,ó said Mark Ursino, 

chairperson of the Social Life Commit-

tee. òThis function was designed as a 

way for us to celebrate as a parish fam-

ily, socialize and get to know each oth-

er better (and) form more of a connec-

tion as a parish.ó 

In the past, the picnic was held at 

Lake Sammamish State Park, but some 

didnõt really think of the park as really 

being òin our community.ó 

òThere isnõt any place that can 

host us in Sammamish proper, so we 

decided to bring the party home and 

have the Summerfest Festival on the 

plaza,ó said Ursino. 

The Social Life Core Team has 

been planning this event since March. 

Each team member took on an aspect 

of the event to organize, putting in 

many (much appreciated) hours of 

his/her own time, and pulling their 

piece of the puzzle together with the 

others. But so many more people out-

side of the òCore Teamó also got in-

volved. 

òAll ministries are invited (to 

help),ó Ursino said. òThe actual players 

change from year to year, but the 

Knights of Columbus have always 

been big supporters of our summer 

event, as has the Rosary Making minis-

try, Sister Parish, and MOPS.ó 

Other ministries greatly contrib-

uting to the event were Arts & Envi-

ronment, Edge and Life Teen, Facili-

ties, Feed the Hungry, the Funeral 

Ministry, the Parish Staff, the Pastoral 

Council, and Social Justice. Some min-

istries organized their own activities 

for the event, while others simply vol-

unteered to assist in the activities al-

ready organized by Social Life or other 

ministries. The expected result? 

òA REALLY BIG PARTY,ó re-

plied Ursino. 

Community building was a main 

objective and that was apparent every-

where. About 300 people were ex-

pected for the event, though many 

people didnõt register until the last mi-

nute. Some parishioners simply 

showed up. Although Summerfest was 

billed as a parish event, some parish-

ioners also invited non-parish friends 

to come along and join in the fun. 

Corie Goodloe, ministry leader for 

Feed the Hungry, had brought along 

her mother, and friends from Holy 

Innocents Parish in Duvall. All at-

tendees were encouraged to enter their 

name into a drawing for three floral 

basket door prizes, donated by the 

Arts & Environment and Rosary Mak-

ing ministries. 

Outside on the plaza, the carnival 

games were wildly popular with not 

just the children and teens, but the 

adults as well. The bowling ball roll, 

water balloon toss, hoopsters game, 

saucer (Frisbee) toss, and horseshoe 

rings were some of the activities played 

at the event, with candy and small toy 

prizes given out just for trying. Kids 

used sidewalk chalk to decorate the 

front drive with art. Teens who volun-

teered to help with the games earned 

community service hours for their 

schools. 

Steve Olson, a friend of our parish 

music director, David Yackley, provid-

ed the live music entertainment. Many 

parishioners praised his singing and 

SUMMERFEST BUILDS COMMUNITY WITH  

     FELLOWSHIP, FOOD, AND FUN! 
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guitar playing saying that if they hadnõt 

actually seen Steve singing there on the 

plaza, they wouldõve thought the music 

was coming from a CD or the radio. 

The Feed the Hungry ministry put 

on a cooking demonstration, making 

Vietnamese spring rolls, to encourage 

community building beyond MQP. 

òOur cooking demonstration ties 

in with feeding the hungry,ó said 

Goodloe. òWe want to build up the 

community by nurturing and feeding 

those who are in need.ó 

Inside the Marian social hall, the 

Sister Parish ministry, led by Barb 

Luxenburg, gave attendees the oppor-

tunity to decorate Ashanti tribe paper 

masks and make a connection with 

parishioners at our sister parish, Our 

Lady of the Annunciation in Ghana. 

òThe Ashanti are one of many 

tribes that make up our sister parish,ó 

said Luxenburg. 

In addition to the mask decorating, 

the social hall had hula-hoops, a tod-

dler tent & tunnel, Lego activity tables, 

and a popcorn machine. And of 

course, there was the food. The parish 

provided pulled pork sandwiches and 

hot dogs with all the fixings, while pa-

rishioners brought in a variety of deli-

cious salads and platters full of yummy 

desserts. 

Brightly cover tables were set up 

throughout the plaza and inside the 

social hall. Each table included a fes-

tive centerpiece, which varied slightly 

from table to table. Some had colorful 

lollipops, some had travel-sized games 

and stickers, and all were carnival-

themed. 

The festival atmosphere and the 

obvious willingness of volunteers to 

help seemed to contribute to the 

parishõs health, as measured recently by 

the ME25 survey. 

òHaving fun with people is a great 

way to build a greater sense of commu-

nity engagement,ó said Ursino. òMore 

people than ever have volunteered to 

help out with the event. Volunteer op-

portunities also create engagement.ó 

One could definitely see the 

parishõs health as positive, and from 

knowing why parishioners came out to 

the Summerfest event. Catherine 

Iwicki and her family came to Sum-

merfest to òspend time with their 

MQP friends.ó The Roybal family at-

tended for òfaith, family, feast, fun, 

friendship, and free beer.ó Members of 

LifeTeen got the crowd singing 

òHappy Birthdayó to one of our won-

derful teens, Anjali Grutzius. 

Brian and Lori Esch, with their 

two young children, said that coming 

to parish social events is a very easy 

way to meet new people, including 

those who attend a different Mass time 

than them. 

òWe came for the fellowship,ó said 

Lori. òItõs easy to sit down at any table 

and start talking to people. You see 

people from your Mass, but you donõt 

know their name. You can say ôhiõ to 

them at Mass, but here, you can get to 

know them better and make a deeper 

connection.ó 

The success of future Summerfest 

and other parish events definitely de-

pends on those who plan, volunteer, 

and attend. 

òParishioners have to ask them-

selves what kind of parish they want to 

live in,ó Ursino says. òIf the answer is 

along the lines of a vibrant, active, en-

gaged community, then they should 

make a point of supporting these 

events. It is also a great way to keep 

children interested and active in 

Church.ó 

Those who enjoy the social events 

organized at MQP can easily get in-

volved at any time and any level. The 

Social Life Committee always wel-

comes new members, whether they 

want to be part of the core team 

(planning and organizing the events), 

or the event team (volunteering to help 

put on and work at the various events). 

Contact Mark Ursino via email at 

Mark_Ursino@msn.com. 

 

By Joji Siegel 

(Continued from page 6) 
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WHY I ATTEND WEEKLY ADORATION 

The True Presence of Jesus 

Christ in the Consecrated Host is 

absolutely overwhelming. To think 

that the same Jesus who stood in the 

upper room with his apostles almost 

2000 years ago is now present for all 

of us in the monstrance on the altar 

in the adoration room. He is there , 

Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity, to 

listen to all our concerns and to 

gently guide us toward the Will of 

our Heavenly Father. Imagine, the 

same Jesus Christ, who willingly 

obeyed our Heavenly Father and 

subsequently endured all the pains 

and sufferings that those skilled 

executioners could inflict on his 

innocent body in order that you and 

I might be able to be with Him in 

Heaven, is now present today before 

our very eyes in the Holy Eucharist. 

This is the same Jesus of whom the 

"doubting" St. Thomas announced 

after seeing Him: "my Lord and my 

God." I find myself repeating these 

same words upon entering and 

leaving the presence of the 

Eucharist. It's an acknowledgement 

of the True Presence of Jesus in the 

Eucharist just as St. Thomas did in 

the upper room. 

My ultimate goal in this life is to 

do the Will of our Heavenly Father 

in everything I think, say and do. At 

the garden of Gethsemane Jesus 

asked His disciple, Peter, why he 

could not even spend an hour in 

prayer with him. Jesus also 

commented upon seeing His 

disciples sleeping : "The spirit is 

willing , but the flesh is weak." Upon 

reflection of Jesus' words, I have 

found them to be an invitation to me 

to come and spend an hour with my 

Lord and my God. There have been 

times when the weakness of my flesh 

has been evident, but I remember 

Jesus' invitation to prayer with Him 

and I remember my commitment to 

Him and to our Heavenly Father. I 

treasure my special hour with Jesus, 

face to face, and find myself looking 

forward to that time on Wednesday 

well before it occurs. 

In all my life experiences, I have 

routinely found that when I have 

'gone out of my way' to experience 

what God had planned for me and I 

say 'yes' to God, I have been 

rewarded with incredible peace and 

joy. I pray that my Lord and my God 

will continue to hold your rewards as 

he waits for you. 

May God bless you this day and 

always. 

By Donald J. Soltero  
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!ƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 

ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƛƊǎ 

¢ƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

{ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ Ƴŀȅ 

ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎΦ  
!a9bΦ 
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KIDS FOOD DRIVE 

THE RESPONSE WAS OVERFLOWING AND GENEROUS! 

At a time of year when we donõt 

traditionally think about giving food 

to others, the Kids Food Drive, this 

July at MQP, was an overwhelming 

success. It supplied hundreds of 

meals to area families. 

With your help, the second 

MQP Kids Food Drive was able to 

bring in 2,196 pounds of food in less 

than a month. The food will supply 

needed meals to families in  

Issaquah, Sammamish and the 

surrounding areas. 

òHaving a food drive this time 

of year is critical,ó said the Director 

of the Issaquah Food Bank. òFree or 

reduced breakfasts and lunches, 

children can receive at school, are 

not provided during the summer 

months, and it is wonderful to meet 

the need of so many families under 

stress.ó 

The response was truly 

overwhelming. Bags overflowed the 

bins on each side of the church. 

Three trips to the food bank were 

needed this month to keep the 

pathways clear. The total food 

weight was triple the amount, 

normally collected, in any one 

month at MQP. The estimate is that 

the collection will provide 300 

people (three meals a day) for four 

days. 

This food drive at MQP, 

offered once a year, allows more 

direct and active participation by 

MQP youth. The youth gathered to 

color and staple biblical scenes to 

the recyclable bags donated by 

Trader Joeõs, QFC, and parishioners 

and were encouraged to shop with 

their parents to fill the bags with 

lunch type items. There were items 

such as pudding snacks, fruit 

leathers, granola bars, cheese, 

crackers, pretzels, and cookies (as 

well as more substantial items like 

soups, tuna and oatmeal). One 

family even provided the fixings for 

sõmores with a bag filled with 

marshmallows, graham crackers and 

chocolate! 

On the Monday, after the 

conclusion of the food drive, several 

MQP families helped load the food, 

weigh it in, and stock it on the food 

bank shelves. Jillian, age nine, said as 

she concluded the morningõs 

activities, òI felt really important 

when bringing the food inñlike 

people were really counting on me.ó 

Elle, also age nine, stated that it 

made her heart òfeel happyó to help 

others. 

The Kids food Drive will return 

again next year, June 2012. Thank 

you everyone for your generous 

contributions!! 

By Colleen Evans 

The response was overflowing and generous! 
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Seek and you will 

find. Knock and 

the door will be 

opened to you. 

Ask, and it will be given to you. 

Thatõs what Matthew tells us in the 

Bible. So when you come to Edge on 

October 2nd and the Sundays that 

follow, come with a SEEKING heart. 

I remember the first time I went 

with a friend to her youth group. She 

was all revved up. She loved it. She 

was soooo excited for me to come. I 

was excited to give it a try. But then, 

as the day drew closeré I got a little 

nervous. My friend would already 

know other people. Would I know 

anyone? Would I fit in? Would there 

be boys there? What is that going to 

be like? 

When I got there, I couldnõt help 

but notice a lot of people who were 

all fired up to be there. There were 

also a lot of people like meñkind of 

hanging back to get a lay of the land. 

But, as I looked at all the ones who 

had been there before: athletes, brain-

iacs, cheerleaders, bookworms, punk-

rockers (it was the 80õsé now you 

might call them ògothó)é all EX-

CITED to see each other, I couldnõt 

help thinking, òI WANT WHAT 

THEY HAVE!ó That was my seeking 

heart. 

I dipped my toes into the conver-

sations, and over time, I developed 

long term friendships. But even more 

importantly, I developed a great 

friendship with Jesus! I know that can 

sound weird to someone who has 

never experienced that beforeé but 

let me tell you... once youõve experi-

enced His friendship, you want every-

one else to get to know Jesus as a 

friend, too! 

That first youth group meeting 

was over 20 years ago, and I still 

thank God that my friends convinced 

me to go. I donõt recall learning any-

thing that I didnõt already know. May-

be I did. But, what I remember most 

is that it was a RELIEF to be around 

a wide variety of people, who over 

time, allowed themselves to be their 

true selves. Nobody put on any 

fronts. We could be ourselves. And 

whatõs moreé we were supported in 

doing what is RIGHT!  

Before the youth group, I had 

fallen into a group of friends who 

were getting into all sorts of bad stuff. 

I didnõt like it, but at the time, I felt 

like I didnõt have any other options. 

My eyes were opened. I could finally 

say ònoó to stuff that I wasnõt com-

fortable with, and say òyesó to meñ

be my true self instead of trying to 

impress others. 

Jesus made the one and only 

YOU! There will never be anyone else 

like you. I sure hope youõll come and 

share yourself with the rest of us at 

òThe Edge!ó Come with a seeking 

heart, and you may find even more 

than what youõre looking for! 

By Anne Royse Ginther,  

Pastoral Assistant for Youth Ministry, 

Grades 6 ï 8  

edge@mqp.org  

òTHE EDGEó YOUTH GROUP FOR 6TH- 8TH GRADERS:  

God wants to give you good things. All you need to do is ask!!  
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The Edge (6th-8th grade) Youth Minister Anne 

Royse Ginther, and 12 MQP youth on a Pacific 

Ocean beach near Forks, WA.  Where they spent 

one week on a mission trip serving the Forks, 

WA community.  

MQP youth plant an herb garden at a domestic violence  

center in Forks, WA 

MQP 6th-8th graders polished donned gloves for 

some serious service work at St. James Cathe-

dral in Seattle as part of a week long  

ñEDGE-stravaganzaò 

Weed out hate (below):  

MQP 6th ï 8th graders planted a peace garden on Good Fri-
day, April 22, 2011, and tended to it throughout the summer.  

We talked about the importance of ñweeding out hateò ï get-
ting it at itôs roots, and sewing seeds of peace. 

We talked about planting seeds in good soil is like going to 
church.  We need to 
nourish our souls so 
that we can give so 
much more back to 
God. 

  

ñAnd some seed fell 
on rich soil and pro-
duced fruit. It came 
up and grew and 
yielded thirty, sixty, 
and a hundred-
fold.ò  Mark 4: 8  




